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Dear Mr- Bonker: 
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I am responding to your letter of .'22 

Secretary Kuskie concerning Jan Kaplan who was /by 

Soviet authorities shortly after he reported the po 
tii at Swedish Diplomat Raoul Wallenberg might still be iJti 

a Soviet prison. 

We have been following the case of Jen Kepleh ft# uldifil; 
as we can. As you are aware, we deplore all violations: &£ 
rights of freedom of expression, freedom of thought and SZzi&i 
to emigrate as well as all the other human righto we bold 
dear- We have made our position on this clear to Soviet 
authorities on numerous occasions- Regrettably, they continue 
to maintain that the Wallenberg matter is closed and that Jan 
Kaplan's case is a purely internal Soviet matter- Our ability 
to influence their conduct in such cases is therefore extremely 
limited, particularly in the current state of heightened 
U.S. -Soviet bilateral tensions. We shall continue to make our 
position known to the Soviets on violations of basic human 
rights and to seek in any way ve cen to alleviate the plight of 
these in the Soviet Union who suffer for their attempts to 
exercise these basic human rights. 
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You may be interested to know that our most recent efforts 
to confirm reports about V.allcnbtrc through interviews with 
Soviet dissidents- anc emicircs have aqain failed to produce any 
inf c>riv?t ion tc support the pcssitil.it> that Wallenberg might 
still -c alive. 


£ j neer c ly , 



